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Description:

	Doris Reiss was born in Mohawk, New York, in 1933, and celebrated her eightieth birthday shortly before this interview was conducted. Doris was a very active young woman. In high school she joined and toured with a trio, became a cheerleader, and learned shorthand. After marrying her first husband, who was in the Air Force, Doris moved to the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio. It was there that she secured her first job as a secretary to a colonel, putting her shorthand skills to use. When her husband was transferred for work, Doris found herself living on an Air Force base in Anchorage, Alaska.
	After a short stint in Alaska, Doris and her first husband moved to the Cooperstown, New York, area, and that is where her story with the New York State Historical Association (NYSHA) and the Cooperstown Graduate Program (CGP) begins. Doris first worked as a secretary to librarian Paul Du Bois, but eventually came to work under Dr. Louis C. Jones, director of NYSHA. Her position as secretary to Dr. Jones allowed for unique insights into the work and lives of two men who were instrumental in the creation of CGP: Dr. Jones and Bruce Buckley. Through Doris’s recollections, it is possible to form a picture of the development of NYSHA and CGP from a time before the library building was built through the changeover in leadership after Dr. Jones retired. Her interview demonstrates that the staff truly became a family during that time. 
	The interview concludes with a look into Doris’s personal life and her involvement within the Cooperstown community. Doris spoke fondly of her two children, Pam and Jim, and of her second husband, Howard. She also discussed several of the business ventures that she and her husband, Howard, became involved in. Although Doris is now retired and living in Oneonta, New York, she maintains very strong ties to her community in Oneonta as well as in Cooperstown. 
	I interviewed Mrs. Reiss in her home in Oneonta, New York. Although some edits were made to the transcript to remove false starts, pauses, and things of a similar nature, I attempted to reproduce most of Doris’s original phrasing. However, the transcript does not align with the audio in instances where I decided it was more important to clarify the meaning of the statement than to create a completely accurate transcription. Since the transcript is not a true reproduction of the oral history, researchers are encouraged to consult the original audio recordings. 
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