Background Note:

Origins of Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital—a Leader in Rural Medicine
Mary Imogene Bassett was born in 1856 to Doctors Wilson and Mary A. Bassett in Mount Vision, NY.
 Bassett graduated from the Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania, and was well respected in her field as a researcher and dedicated doctor known as “Dr. Molly” to her patients. In 1874, her parents moved their practice to 32 Fair Street, Cooperstown, NY.
 After Mary’s mother died in 1893, she decided to switch her study of practice to rural medicine and join her father in Cooperstown. She continued to practice after her father’s death in 1905 by herself.
  

Fortunately, among Dr. Bassett's friends and patients was philanthropist Edward Severin Clark. He had great respect for her and valued her as a community asset. According to anecdote, he heard her express a wish for a laboratory to provide scientific data with which she and the other Cooperstown practitioners could better care for their patients. Mr. Clark granted her wish, building not only a laboratory, but a fully-equipped 100-bed fieldstone hospital building.  He named it, “The Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital"—a living memorial to Dr. Bassett. The hospital publically opened in 1922 with Dr. Bassett serving as Chief-of-Staff. With the sudden death of Dr. Bassett that same year, the hospital quickly fell apart due to high expenses and closed in 1925.
 

According to legend, Dr. S.F. Cooper, a medical resident in New York City and descendant of James Fenimore Cooper, overheard a conversation about a few doctors’ desires to investigate rural medicine.  Recalling that Edward S. Clark built a state-of-the-art hospital in Upstate New York, Dr. Cooper persuaded the doctors in New York City to consider Cooperstown’s vacant Bassett Hospital. The doctors were pleased with the idea, but finding support and funding was essential to the proposal.  When Dr. S.F. Cooper visited Stephen C. Clark, Sr., brother of Edward Severin Clark in New York City, he was more than delighted with the idea of reopening the hospital. Together, Clark, Dr. Cooper, and medical residents traveled by seaplane the very next day to Cooperstown to begin planning what would be the reopening of the hospital. With Stephen C. Clark’s support, Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital was reopened in 1927.

With the reopening of the hospital, the vision of Dr. Bassett’s hospital began to take flight—a rural hospital dedicated to patient care, education and research, and where practicing physicians were full-time and salaried.
 To this day, Bassett Hospital has continued this vision and has found new ways of expanding rural medicine to serve the needs of residents in Upstate, New York via the Bassett Heathcare Network which has extended to 26 health centers, 18 school-based health centers, and a partnership with Columbia University to become the official rural medical school campus for the university.
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