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[START OF TRACK 1, 0:00]

MM:

This is the video segment of the interview of Dr. Tara White by Megan McGee with the Cooperstown Graduate Program. Dr. White, would you mind telling us a little bit about your community at Cooperstown?

TW:

Oh, yes. My community at Cooperstown was – they were warm, they were affirming, they were funny. It consisted of – our get-togethers consisted of a lot of food. So [laughs] I miss the warmth, I miss the funny, and I also miss the food. The food was great. 

MM:

Could you give some advice to current CGP students, or incoming CGP students, about their time at CGP, based off of your experience? 

TW:

Yes, my advice to students, number one, like I said, read the stuff. Read all the stuff. Don’t complain about the reading. Just do it, because you’ll come across all of these things in your professional life in some way, shape, or form or fashion. So first is read the readings. Second, I will say that at Cooperstown, get involved with as much as you can, as many projects as you – Don’t overcommit, that’s not what I’m saying. But try to do as much as you can, because when you walk onto and into the field, you want to be armed with as much knowledge, but also, that hands on experience that makes the Cooperstown program stand out. And that’s going to be valuable to you as you move along in your career. Don’t turn down opportunities. If you have opportunities to work on projects, get involved in projects, do the projects, because they will be invaluable, and they can lead to opportunities later. 

MM:

How important is it to build relationships as a CGP student?

TW:

It is extremely important to build relationships as a CGP student. When you get out into the professional world, these are gonna be some of the people you’re going to call on when you have projects in a particular area, and you know that this person is the person who does x, y, and z. Or these are the people you’re going to refer people to, when you know people are looking, someone is looking for someone. For example, I have a classmate that probably everybody knows, David Lewis, who does fire, and fire engine, and fire related stuff. Anytime someone has any kind of questions about, “Who can I talk to about preserving this fire --?” I have just the guy. I’m serious. And I said, I tell them, “Call – there’s this guy in Aurora named David – Aurora, Illinois – named David Lewis. You need to give him a call.” These are folks that are going to – People are going to refer people to you, for the rest of your career, if you stay in the field, and vice versa. You’re gonna be referring to people for the rest of your career. But now, not just your classmates. You want to get to know your classmates, and you want to get to know what they do, and what they’re interested in, but also, the people in the class above you. Because those folks are amazing people, can be amazing contacts, and our alumni network. Cooperstown’s alumni network is amazing. You want to get to know. When we have alumni events – I think we’re having a CGA meeting in a day or so – get to know some of these folks! Because later on, these are gonna be people you’re gonna do work with. And I will tell you, my entire career, and even on the academic side, for my entire career, I’ve been working with CGP people. So it’s important for you to get to know the folks who are out there in the field, and especially those alumni. We have an amazing network. 

MM:

Thank you so much, Dr. White, for your time! 

TW:

You are welcome!
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